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Charlie Sims - Food Science & Human Nutrition Department, University of Florida

Tommy Thomas - Division of Marketing, Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services, Tallahassee, FL
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We hope that 2008 was good for the entire Florida Grape Community
Our Annual Conference and Meeting is a great way to starting 2009 off right. So let’s

Think FLORIDA GRAPES!

The FGGA Board of Directors welcomes you to the Florida Grape Growers Association 2008
Conference and Meeting.

In preparation for a vintage year take a good look at this program, attend interesting
sessions, interact with these grape experts, and with your fellow attendees. It’s a once a year
opportunity to network, learn, and apply your talents.
Pay particular attention to the General Meeting, scheduled for Friday afternoon. We’re a
member-driven association, so your participation and ideas are vitally important – be
proactive, speak up, volunteer to promote Florida grapes and grape products!
In addition to the take home messages from this conference, as a member of the FGGA, you
are encouraged to peruse our website at: http://www.fgga.org/. The valuable resource link,
http://www.fgga.org/resources.html, leads you to many grape information sources of value
throughout the year. To broaden your grape scope, see: http://sera-ieg-14.tamu.edu/, which
covers development throughout the entire Southeast United States.

The FGGA Board of Directors encourages your comments and feedback.
Thanks for attending and enjoy!

Agenda
Friday, January 9, 2009

12:00pm Registration

1:00pm Opening Remarks: Donnie Nettles, Neil Shay, Wayne Mackay
Moderators: Charles Sims, Stephen Leong

1:10pm Stephen Leong: Florida A&M University Update
Research Highlights and Current Trends of the Viticulture Program @
FAMU
Makola Abdullah
Violeta Colova
Jiang Lu
Mehboob Sheikh

2:40pm Break

3:10pm University of Florida Update: Recent accomplishments pertaining
to new grape introductions, disease control, biotechnology, cultivation
practices, and wine research
Dennis Gray
Don Hopkins
Oscar Liburd
Lewei Gu
Charlie Sims

4:30pm Bob Bates Florida Grape History project

4:40pm Donnie Nettles: State of FGGA and FGGA Annual General Meeting

5:10pm FGGA Board Meeting and Election of Directors

6:30pm Word from Winemakers
Florida and guest Wineries: Wine and Juice Evaluation and Social:
Commercial and experimental tasting

7:30pm Introduction of guests followed by Dinner: Let’s enjoy good
company and great wine

Saturday, January 10, 2009

7:30am Registration

Grape Marketing Moderator: Bob Bates

8:30am Al Wysocki: Marketing 101- Let’s start and end here

9:30am Tom Thomas: Florida Department of Agriculture Marketing Programs:
Learning from others

10:00am Bob Bates: Grape debacles of the past: How to avoid them

10:10am Break

10:40am Charles Cox: Harvest Festivals: What they can do for your sales

11:40am Bob Bates: The nursery, U-Pick, and Fresh grape marketing: Let’s buy
local - When, Where, How?
Roundtable discussion involving knowledgeable participants

12:10pm Luncheon

1:10pm Joseph Post: The Wine Scene: Wine sells grapes and visa versa

2:10pm Kellie Thropp: Starting small vineyards and wineries: Where to get help

2:40pm Joseph Post: Unfermented Wine – There’s a market!

3:15pm Attendees Concerns and Needs: Where do we want to be a year from
now? Strategic Plan?

3:30pm Donnie Nettles: Closing Remarks


