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The 2016 Florida State Fair International Wine and Grape Juice Competition,
Hobbyist Division, hosted 146 entries.

10 Double Gold, 36 Gold, 52 Silver and 31 Bronze medals were awarded..

Ribbons are awarded for Best of Show, Best Kit Wine, Best of Florida and Best of
Florida Grown in the following categories: White, Sparkling, Red, Fruit and Dessert
Wine. .

The overall winners for 2016 were:

Amateur Best of Show White
Amateur Best of Show Florida White

2015 Pineapple, Donnie & Betty Nettles, Florida

Amateur Best of Show Red
Amateur Best of Show Florida Red

2015 Lenoir, Anthony J Beninati, Florida

Amateur Best of Show Dessert Wine
Amateur Best of Show Florida Dessert Wine

2014 Gamay Port Style, Moya Winery, Florida

Amateur Best of Show Red Kit Wine

2015 Super Tuscan, A&G Wines/Roer/Pela/LLombardo,
Florida

We look forward to you joining us for the Twenty-ninth Annual
2017 Hobbyist Competition.



Rules Governing Hobbyist Wine Competition

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Entrants must be at least 21 years old.

The entries will be evaluated by panels of judges selected from
accredited tasters, including professionals in the areas of product
development, research, education and marketing.

All entries must have a label attached containing the name of the wine,
winemaker’s name and the vintage. This must match the
Information on the Entry Form.

Any one wine may be entered in only one Class.

Entries will be presented blind (identified by code only) to the
judges in order of residual sugar (Dry, Semi-Sweet, Sweet).

In any conflict of classification or criteria, the Judges’ Coordinator
assumes the responsibility for a final determination.

All shipments must be prepaid and must arrive at the Florida State Fair
between January 23 and February 1, 2017.

Pack well in proper wine cartons.

Competition management will announce winners in each category during
the Fair, in printed form. Medal winners will receive medal(s),
ribbon(s) and certificate(s) by mail, as appropriate, by the end of
March.

Wines will be exhibited in the Award Showcase until the day before the
end of the Fair. If you wish to pick up your 2nd bottle on
February 19th between 11:00 AM and 2:00 PM, you must call
or email the coordinator by January 25, 2017
After 2/19/2017 we have no way to secure your wine.

No refunds for cancellations can be made after the deadline.

If judges are faced with an obviously flawed bottle, an additional bottle of
the same entry will be opened for judging ( hence the 2-bottle
requirement—1 to judge 1 to display). If your wine goes to the
Best of Show round, the second bottle will be opened.

Awards will be on a merit basis. The judges are instructed to grant no
awards when, in their opinion, wines are unworthy, and they are
empowered to grant duplicate awards if the quality of the wines so
merit.

Violations of any rules will result in immediate disqualification without
refund.

In case the competition is not held, fees will be refunded in the amount
paid, less a pro rata share of expenses for establishing and
maintaining entry files.

Entries delivered to the judging site will be stored in a secure area, but
neither the Florida State Fair Authority nor the Florida Grape
Growers Association is responsible for safety of wines.

Competition results will be posted on the Florida Grape Growers website
during the week following the competition.

www.fgga.or



Eligibility
This competition is open to all amateur winemakers at least 21 years of age.

Date and Place of Judqging
Saturday, Sunday and Monday, February 4, 5 and 6, 2017

Special Events Center, Florida State Fair Grounds
Exit #4 (Orient Road) off of Interstate 4,
Tampa, Florida

Entry
An individual may submit multiple entries, but any one entry can only be submit-

ted in one class. An official entry will consist of the entry form, fee, and no less
than (2) 750 ml bottles. A list of classes is contained in this booklet. For still
wines, use only standard 750 ml corked or screw capped wine bottles free of
original labels, capsules and wax. Sparkling wine must be bottled in 750 ml
champagne bottles with the proper closure and wire.

Entry Form
The Entry Form and fee must be mailed to arrive at the Coordinator’s Office prior

to the January 20, 2017 deadline. The Entry Form must be completed in every
detail. The Winemaker must sign the form, certifying that all statements on the
entry form are true.

Send Entry Form and Fee to:
Robert Paulish
FSF Wine Competition Coordinator
331 Lewis Road
Lithia, FL 33547
Check Payable to: FGGA

The Bottles

Each bottle must have a label which contains the wine name, name of the wine-
maker and vintage. Unmarked, illegible or unidentified

bottles will not be judged.

Wine or Juice must be received at the following location between
January 20 and February 1, 2017

FLORIDA STATE FAIR AUTHORITY
HOBBYIST JUICE COMPETITION
4800 US Hwy 301 North

Tampa, FL 33610

CLEARLY MARK CARTON:

GRAPE JUICE FOR FAIR WINE JUDGING ONLY




Delivery
PACK YOUR WINE CAREFULLY. USE PROPER WINE CARTONS.

INCLUDE A COPY OF THE ENTRY FORM IN THE CARTON.
CLEARLY MARK CARTON:

GRAPE JUICE FOR FAIR WINE JUDGING ONLY

Wines may be hand delivered to the State Fair Office between January 20 and
February 1, 2017, but please call in advance (800) 345-3247.

Wines shipped or hand delivered to the Florida State Fair should arrive
between January 20th and February 1st.

Fee

The fee is $8.00 per entry for Florida Grape Growers Association (FGGA) mem-
bers. The fee for non-FGGA members is $10.00 per entry. After the January 20th
deadline, entries must be faxed to Robert Paulish, (813) 902-6656, no later than
January 25, 2017, and the fee must arrive no later than January 27th. Do not put
checks inside your boxes.

Awards

The Florida Grape Growers Association will present certificates. The

Florida State Fair will award medals for each Gold, Silver or Bronze medal winner.
Ribbons are awarded for Best of Show, Best of Florida and Best of Florida Grown
in the following categories: White, Sparkling, Red, Fruit, Juice and Dessert Wine.
Ribbons are awarded for Best Kit Wines—Red, White, Sparkling, Dessert.

No monetary awards will be given.

Wine Disposition

A bottle of each entry will be exhibited in the Award Showcase for the duration of
the fair. If you have prearranged, you may pick up your 2nd wine bottle on February
19, 2017, between the hours of 11 AM—2:00 PM. Call or email Robert Paulish
before January 25 to arrange pickup. You must pre-arrange pickup.

Contact Information

Robert Paulish

Florida State Fair International Wine Competition Coordinator
331 Lewis Road

Lithia, FL 33547

Phone: (813) 633-8692 Cell: (813) 833-3194
Fax: (813) 902-6656 Email: rpaulish@hughes.net
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